
Scholarship Information Evening

Enrol in Scholarship - Be up for the challenge!Sit Scholarship - Be up for the challenge!



Headmaster 
Mr P. Drumm

Sit Scholarship - Be up for the challenge!



What is Scholarship?
● Academic award that recognises top secondary school 

students
● Different from NCEA - another level of challenge and 

often a different type of assessment
● Financial reward for students to be used in tertiary 

study in NZ (can be deferred for up to 5 years)
● Not the same as University specific scholarship that 

students apply for.
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Why do a Scholarship?
Academic rigour and challenge to deepen your knowledge within a specific subject
Process of preparing for scholarship a reward in itself and helps with other 
subjects

Financial Gains towards
● Single Subject Award = $500 (up to 2 subjects)
● Top Subject Scholar Award = $2000 each year for up to 3 years
● Scholarship Award (3 or more in the same year or 2 Outstanding in             

same year) $2000 each year for up to 3 years
● Outstanding Scholar (eg: 3 Scholarships with 2 Outstanding; or 5 with 1 

Outstanding) = $5000 each yr - up to 3 yrs
● Premier Award (eg:4 Scholarships at Outstanding) = $10,000 each yr - up        

to 3 yrs
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How to enrol in Scholarship exam?
● Speak to your subject teacher about the exam
● Attend any tutorial or extra classes where 

possible
● Check you are enrolled in the exam with your 

teacher and Ms Rose
● Turn up and give it a go!
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● Accounting
● Agriculture & Hort Sci
● Art History
● Biology
● Calculus
● Chemistry
● Chinese
● Classical Studies
● Dance
● Design (Visual Arts)
● Design and Visual Communication
● Drama
● Earth & Space Sci
● Economics
● English
● French
● Geography
● German

● Health and Physical Education
● History
● Japanese
● Latin
● Media Studies
● Music
● Painting (Visual Arts)
● Photography (Visual Arts)
● Physics
● Printmaking
● Religious Studies
● Samoan
● Sculpture
● Spanish
● Statistics
● Te Ao Haka
● Te Reo Māori
● Te Reo Rangatira
● Technology

What Scholarship Subjects are available?
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Student Experience

Gemma McKinney
Art History Scholar
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Scholarship Teacher

Mr Matt Haines
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My reasons to do Scholarship…
● It’s fantastic to gain a scholarship - financial reward, 

strengthens your CV, something to have pride in when 
looking back at time at MAGS.

However it is not only about the award, it is a journey as 
well!
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● Studying for scholarship is a challenge and it is enjoyable. 
● You will gain new knowledge.
● You will be around like-minded students and passionate 

teachers (expand your network)
● Scholarship will prepare you very well for tertiary study.
● New critical thinking skills gained may help you with your 

Level 3 courses.
● Can inspire career planning and lead to job opportunities.
● Recognition, motivation and confidence.
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How does NCEA Scholarship work in 
my subject?
● Scholarship Geography is a three hour exam.
● A different theme is focused on each year.
● Students sitting the exam must complete three essays.
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Past Themes in Scholarship Geo
Migration Climate Change  Development

Urbanization Water   Energy 
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2024 Theme - Demographics
Possible questions:
● Through different perspectives, critically analyse the 

sustainability of populations in the developing world.
● Critically evaluate causes of declining populations across the 

world.
● Discuss demographic change globally over the next 100 years.
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Who takes Scholarship Geography?
1. Geography students who enrol in the Scholarship class.
2. Geography students who are not in the class but still want to 

do the exam - we offer lunchtime tutorials and workshops.
3. Students who do not take Geography at MAGS but want to do 

the Scholarship Exam - can either join option 1 or 2 above.
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Student Experience

Ryan Shen
Geography Scholar

Sit Scholarship - Be up for the challenge!



“You never know what you can 
do until you try, and very few 

try unless they have to” 
C.S. Lewis
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