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What is Scholarship?

New Zealand Scholarship is an award that recognizes top secondary school students. The assessments

are designed to be challenging for the most able students in each subject. There is a range of

assessments to gain a scholarship, from a portfolio of work to a written or spoken examination. To be

awarded a scholarship students are expected to show a deep understanding of their subject and

demonstrate high-level critical thinking and ability to apply their understanding to complex situations.

Students who achieve NZ scholarship receive a monetary award and there is no cost for the student to

sit the exam.

NZ scholarship is a different assessment from NCEA, and often students who gain a scholarship in a

particular subject may not have taken the subject for NCEA or even gained Excellence. It is therefore, a

highlight worthwhile academic challenge for our students to attempt. The New Zealand Scholarship

Examinations are different from University Scholarships which are applied for by students and awarded

by the Universities.

Why should students attempt the NZ Scholarship examination?

The New Zealand Scholarship examination is the pinnacle of academic achievement. Students often

express how much they enjoyed the different type of challenge it represents. There is also the academic

journey of planning and attempting scholarship, regardless of the outcome. The preparation and study

that goes with the scholarship exam, often with extra classes or tutorials at school, immerse students in

academic learning. It is the process of learning for the scholarship assessment that is perhaps the most

compelling reason to consider sitting the examination. Arguably, scholarship is the best preparation for

students heading to university.

How do I enrol in a scholarship subject?

The first thing to do is to speak to your subject teacher or the Head of Department about your interest

in sitting the scholarship examination. There is likely a class or tutorial session you can attend or

materials to study. Once you are set up with the class then you can be enrolled in the exam with NZQA.

There is no cost to domestic students to sit a scholarship examination.

When are the exams or classes?

The exams are all at the end of the year running alongside your NCEA exams. We have classes and

tutorials which run across the week for different subjects. Some of these will be in the Year 13 study

period, others before school, after school, or at lunch. Some classes are timetabled as set classes.
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Who should sit the scholarship exam?

Anyone who wishes to challenge themselves and deepen their learning of their subjects. You do not

need to be Year 13. You do not need to be getting Excellences in NCEA. In fact, there are always some

students who gain a scholarship in a subject but do not get Excellence in the equivalent NCEA exam. You

do not need to commit to hours of extra study all year. The scholarship exam is for you if you are willing

to turn up, do some hard thinking, and give it your best effort.

Scholarship Subjects and Teachers

Accounting Mr Gilbert

Agriculture & Horticulture Ms Low

Art History Ms Jaleisa Adams

Biology Ms Nisha and Mr Huang

Calculus Ms Kajanova and Mr Walden

Chemistry Mr Hinds and Ms Murray

Chinese (Language) Ms Liu

Classical Studies Mr Stevens

Dance Mr Grace and Ms French

Design (Visual Arts) Mr Corkery and Ms Gauntlett

Design & Visual Communication Ms Whitehouse and Ms Stewart

Drama Ms Hughes

Earth & Space Science Mr Dockery

Economics Ms Farquar

English Ms Cole and Ms Johnston

French (Language) Ms Edwards

Geography Mr Kerrigan and Mr Haines (on study leave 2024)

German (Language) Mr Gibbs

Health & Physical Education Ms Wilson

History Mr Powell

Japanese (Language) Ms Molligard

Latin contact Ms Rose

Media Studies Mr Allen

Music Ms Cooper

Painting (Visual Arts) Ms Leonard

Photography (Visual Arts) Ms Smith

Physics Ms Gray and Mr Dibnah

Religious Studies Ms Harrison (via contact with Ms Rose)

Samoan contact Ms Rose

Spanish contact Ms Rose

Statistics Mr Walden and Mr Menzies

Te Ao Haka Ms Paul

Te Reo Māori Ms Paul

Te Reo Rangatira Ms Paul

Technology Mr Bailey
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Snapshot Scholarship Subject - Quick Summaries

Accounting - end of year exam

Scholarship Accounting is assessed by a three hour exam at the end of the year. In the exam students are

given a resource booklet and are expected to answer four questions on Accounting Concepts, Financial

Statements, Management Accounting and a topical issue facing Accounting today. It is a highly

accessible exam for students studying levels 1 to 3 Accounting that have an eye for detail, critical

thinking skills and a passion for the subject.

Agriculture and Horticultural Sciences - end of year exam

Scholarship Agricultural and Horticultural Science is a three hour exam at the end of the year. The paper

consists of three questions with students required to have a detailed understanding of TWO primary

production systems from producer to consumer. The questions are designed to assess a wide range of

aspects of a student’s understanding and for the student to apply critical thinking. The questions have a

focus on export-oriented primary production systems. It also includes questions on issues, perspectives,

and conflicts that occur in attempting to achieve sustainable production systems and cover

contemporary issues that have an impact on the production part of the primary production system.

Art History - end of year exam

Art History Scholarship is a three hour exam at the end of the year. In order to demonstrate depth and

breadth of knowledge, answers should include detailed analysis of at least THREE art works. Workshops

are held out of class time to support and prepare students who wish to enter the Art History

Scholarship.

Biology - end of year exam

Scholarship Biology is a three hour exam where students answer three questions which covers the

senior Biology content. The students use knowledge of Biology to demonstrate high level critical

thinking by analysing and integrating biological information in a range of biological contexts. They also

demonstrate perception and insight, sophisticated integration and independent reflection and

extrapolation in a convincing communication.

Calculus - end of year exam

Scholarship Calculus is a three hour exam which covers all areas of the NZ Mathematics and Calculus

curriculum. The exam has four questions consisting of multiple sub-parts and problems often link the

learning from multiple achievement standards. The exam is seen as the pinnacle for a maths student.

Students who are successful are enthusiastic about maths and enjoy learning about its beauty.

Scholarship students should demonstrate proficient algebra skills and the ability to solve atypical

problems and high levels of perseverance are also important.

Chemistry - end of year exam

Chemistry Scholarship is a course that runs alongside Level 3 Chemistry. It is assessed with a 3 hour

exam at the end of the year broken into 4 questions. The questions cover any senior chemistry content

and often challenge your ability to link different concepts in unfamiliar contexts as well as extending

your numeracy and literacy capabilities. It is a fantastic opportunity to test your content knowledge and

extend your problem solving skills while learning about many different industrial processes used around

the world.
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Classical Studies - end of year exam

Scholarship Classics is assessed by a separate three hour examination where students are required to

demonstrate their ability to think critically about ideas and values of the classical world and

communicate their understanding of primary and secondary source evidence in topics incorporating

classical history, literature, philosophy, religion, art and architecture. Two of the topics assessed are an

extension of those in the normal Year 13 Classics course, with a third special topic designated each year

and focussed on primary source analysis. Students are taught to develop the required skills and

knowledge during one designated timetabled lesson each week, where specific themes and resources

are discussed. This examination is accessible for students who are confident, clear and critical writers.

Dance - Practical Assessment filmed and submitted at the end of the year

For Scholarship Dance students will need to submit a workbook, a video of their original choreography,

and a video of a performance they have been in. Scholarship Dance is assessed in three sections; the

choreography, the reflection on the choreography, and the reflection on the performance. All three

aspects have equal weighting. Scholarship Dance does not assess how well the student can dance but

rather their ability to produce thought provoking and cohesive choreography, analyse choreographic

decisions, and assess skilled performance practices.

Design and Visual Communication - Portfolio of work submitted at the end of the year

The Design & Visual Communication scholarship is a portfolio assessment. A portfolio of work is

produced throughout the school year. Students usually submit either a spatial or product design

assignment which is often an extension of one of the internally assessed assignments. Scholarship

examples and other material will be added to students' DVC Google Classroom page, and their DVC

teacher will provide them with feedback and information throughout the year.

Drama - Practical exam at the end of the year

Scholarship Drama is a 30 minute exam comprising three tasks. The first two require students to

perform a prepared monologue alongside a heavily annotated script and an explanation of their artistic

process with reference to theorists and practitioners. The first is a monologue from an established play

and the second is a performance the students have devised themselves. The third task is an impromptu

performance where students are given a brief and two minutes to prepare. After they perform a two

minute piece, they have two minutes to justify their performance choices. This exam is best suited to

students who have advanced skills in both performance and theory.

Earth Space Science - end of year exam

The 3 house exam consists of three open-ended questions and resource material is provided for each

question that will relate to an Earth Space Science context, one about the earth systems, one about

space and one linking into the nature of science. Candidates should be familiar with overarching cycles,

such as the water cycle, the carbon cycle, and the rock cycle. Knowledge of tectonic plate theory, the

geology of Zealandia, and astronomy such as the life cycles of stars, and the formation and key features

of objects in our solar system. Students with a strong science background who can think beyond the

resources do well, you don’t have to have taken Earth Space Science as a subject to be successful in this

exam.
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Economics - end of year exam

Scholarship Economics is assessed by a three hour exam where students are given a resource booklet

that contains extracts from articles and news stories that relate to economic concepts studied at Level 3

Economics. Students need to read through the resources and link them to three separate essay

questions. These questions will relate to Micro and Macro-economic concepts previously studied. It is a

highly accessible exam for students who have a passion for economics, can make links between

economic theory and real world applications and can form a structured, clear economic argument with

reference to the resources supplied.

English - end of year exam

Scholarship English is assessed by a three hour exam which has three parts: an unfamiliar text

comparison essay, a “text type” or genre essay and finally an exploration of literature with broad,

interesting essay prompts that require writing on 3 or 4 texts. Unlike NCEA, students can pursue their

own interests in the exam, and support is given to build the skills required to think critically and fine

tune a personal writing voice. While some confidence with essay writing is good, success in this course

really relies on a love of literature in any form including film, poetry, games, TV shows, Shakespeare or

novels.

Geography - end of year exam

Scholarship geography is assessed by a three hour exam conducted at the end of the year. In the exam

the students are issued with a resource book on a single theme. This year's theme is demography in a

global context. The resource booklet could include case studies such as declining population in Russia,

aging populations in Japan or how India is going to realise its demographic potential. The exam itself

consists of three questions in which students write three essays. A good scholarship student is

organised, can write essays, can formulate an argument and look at an issue critically.

Health and Physical Education - Report submitted at the end of the year

Health and Physical Education Scholarship is in the form of a report submitted in Term 4. The students

self-select a topic that stems from 1 of 3 documents. In 2024 the documents are; Everybody active plan,

Child and Youth wellbeing strategy, and Women and Girls in sport. Students are expected to use the

selected document as a platform for analysis and critical thinking of broad and relevant themes.

Successful students can critically evaluate, communicate effectively, and apply knowledge that is

embedded in the Health and Physical Education curriculum.

History - end of year exam

Scholarship History is assessed by a three hour exam where students have a resource booklet to analyse

from and need to write three separate essays responding to three different questions. The questions are

all based on a context which is given at the beginning of the year. It is a highly accessible exam for

students who can form an argument, able to analyse sources critically, and are reasonably confident and

clear writers.
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Languages (Chinese, French, German, Japanese) - end of year exam with speaking component

The Language Scholarship exam consists of two parts, held in a three-hour time slot. The first part is a

two-hour writing section (listening and reading exams) and the second is a short individual speaking

section. The listening exam will require a response written in the target language to passage(s) spoken in

the target language. The reading exam will require a response written in English to the text(s) in the

target language. For the speaking section, candidates will be required to give a spoken response of 3-4

minutes to a question related to the listening passages and/or reading texts. Both the question and the

response will be in the target language. Candidates will have 10 minutes to make notes for an oral

response to the question. To be successful in the language scholarship exam, candidates are required to

have broad general knowledge, critical thinking skills and very high essay writing skills in both English

and the target language.

Media Studies - end of year exam

Media Studies Scholarship involves a three hour assessment where students craft three essay responses.

Topics range from a student’s production journey, developments in the media industries, and a critical

genre lens. Media Scholarship is suited to students who can form an argument with critical support, and

have a strong ability in concise essay writing in an external exam context. Media scholarship is built on

the foundation learning provided in the Level 3 Media Studies course, with an extra hour tutorial

provided each week for Media scholars.

Music - Portfolio of work submitted at the end of the year

Candidates for Scholarship Music submit a portfolio of their work, and a 3000 word critical reflective

analysis. The portfolio must contain evidence of the candidate’s work as either a performer, a

composer, or a musicologist. Performers submit a 15 min video of a performance, composers submit 15

mins of their compositions, and musicologists present a 3000 word essay or 15 min visual presentation

on two musical works that they analyse. Scholarship Music is suitable for students who have already

built their portfolio throughout the year in Level 2 or Level 3 Music.

Physics - end of year exam

Scholarship Physics is assessed by a three-hour exam where students will be given four contextual

questions to answer. Each question integrates several physics concepts from level 2 and 3. Students

need to visualise the problem, think laterally and make careful assumptions to solve the question.

Strong algebra skills are essential, and a knowledge of calculus is helpful. Students who passed Level 2

Mechanics and Electricity and Magnetism, both with Excellence, could consider a sitting Scholarship.

Students will need to dedicate an hour or two every week, practising past exam questions to develop

their skills and their ability to "see" a solution. It would suit the student who likes to think more deeply

about physics and who likes to question how physics ideas might apply differently in a variety of

complicated scenarios.

Religious Studies - end of year exam

Religious Studies Scholarship is assessed by a three hour exam. Candidates should attend the three day

workshops offered on the last day of each school holiday. Students respond to one statement out of a

choice of two and, this year, students should be adept at critically evaluating the relationship between

religion and science. There will be three workshops held throughout the year in the holidays and

readings will also be made available.
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Statistics - end of year exam

Scholarship Statistics is a three hour exam which covers all areas of the NZ Statistics curriculum. The

exam has four questions consisting of multiple sub-parts and problems often link the learning from

multiple achievement standards. The main focus is on data analysis so the report-based internal

achievement standards are assessed more so than the probability externals. Students do not need to be

in the Scholarship Statistics course to consider tying this exam, but a strong work ethic is needed to

learn new concepts. Students who enjoy engaging in discussion and those who can write concisely and

insightfully generally do very well in this examination.

Te Reo Māori - end of year exam

Scholarship Reo Māori is assessed by a three hour exam at the end of the year. In the exam, students

will be given two booklets; within these two booklets students will have to read a text, then write an

essay about the given text. In the second booklet, students will have to listen to an audio recording of

spoken reo Māori and then they will have to prepare and deliver a short 3-minute impromptu speech in

te reo. Often, the topics covered in this exam are all based on topical contexts from te ao Māori
throughout the year. It is a highly accessible exam for students who can form an argument, able to

analyse sources critically, and are reasonably confident and clear writers.

Te Reo Rangatira - end of year exam

See languages above and contact Ms Paul for more information

Technology - Report submitted at the end of the year

Technology Scholarship is assessed through a 60 page document created toward the end of the year

based on evidence collected through the development of a digital outcome. The document showcases

the decisions and design process that was undertaken while developing the outcome. For scholarship,

the outcome being written about must be developed to solve a problem for a group of people or to fill a

gap in the market. The document itself is in depth and covers the development and its steps from start

to finish with stakeholder feedback, reflection and improvements.

Visual Art (Design, Painting & Photography) - Portfolio of work submitted at the end of the year

Scholarship in Visual Art practical Arts is a project of an 8x A3 workbook that is created alongside the

Level 3 external folio specific to each subject. Students are expected to document their personal

exploration of a wider range of ideas and media. Scholarship is a performance based standard that is

awarded to a limited number of students nationally each year meaning the standard can shift depending

on the cohort.
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How is Scholarship Marked?

NZ Scholarship assessments have between 3 and 5 parts, and your score for each part is added up to
give your final result. To be awarded a Scholarship or Outstanding Scholarship, you need to reach a set
score that is known as a ‘cut score’.

What the scores mean.

Markers give a score of 0 to 8 for each part of the assessment. Exam scripts for candidates whose scores
are close to either the Scholarship or Outstanding Scholarship cut scores are re-marked, to ensure their
results are correct.

What is the financial reward?

Students who achieve NZ Scholarship can receive a monetary award. This ranges from a one-off $500
payment for a single subject award to $10,000 per year for up to 3 years for premier award winners. To
win the larger financial awards, you should attempt at least 3 different Scholarships in one year.

For more information contact: Mr Powell or Ms Rose

NZQA information: https://www2.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/understanding-secondary-quals/nz-scholarship/
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Scholarship Examination Questions Examples
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